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Stretch Out
A few precautions can prevent future pain
Kelli Crosby 

Even just a few minutes at work can help turn bad habits into good ones.

Let food be thy
medicine and
medicine be thy
food
-Hippocrates
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You brush your teeth daily because you
don't want cavities or gum disease,
right? Well, what do you do on a daily
basis to prevent tension in your neck?
Brushing your teeth offers you
preventive dental care, but what if you
could learn to be preventive with the rest
of your body?

We all have bad daily habits we don't
even notice until something starts to
hurt. These bad habits are the root cause
of many painful conditions. To help
prevent pain, however, we can turn these
bad habits into good habits that can be
worked into our daily routine. Here is
some general advice that can apply to
almost every part of daily living.

Don't Slouch.
Slouching puts strain on your neck and
can give you a headache. Your head
weighs roughly 10 pounds-about as
much as a bowling ball. Your spine is
designed to balance that bowling ball
when you're in an upright posture. If
you slouch, your muscles have to do
more work to hold your head up, which
makes your muscles tight and angry.

Sit Up Straight.
Sit in a chair with your hands on your
hips. Slouch. Feel how your hips roll
back (if you're wearing jeans, you'll be
sitting on your pockets). Now sit up
straight by moving your pelvis forward
and centering your weight over your
pelvis and off your buttocks.

Sleep on Your Back or Side.
Sleeping on your stomach makes you
twist your neck and body in order to
breathe. This twisted position is terrible
for your spine, especially for prolonged
periods during sleep. Check your pillow
and make sure it has a thickness that will
support your neck in a position neutral
to the rest of your spine. Try a

memory-foam contour pillow, especially
if you are a side sleeper.

Bend with a Straight Spine.
Bending over with a curved back puts
pressure on your disc material and
strains the spine. The pressure created
during incorrect bending can cause the



Strecthing for 10 seconds can take pressure off your joints and help relieve pain.
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discs to bulge and put pressure on spinal
nerves. Your back was not made to lower
and raise your body-that's what your
buttocks, hips, and knees are for.

Stand with your knees shoulder-width
apart and pretend you are going to lift a
50-pound box off the floor. If you are
bending your knees and hips and using
your legs to lower and raise your body
weight, you are lifting correctly. Now,
use the same technique to pick your
shoes up off the floor. Think about a
squatting movement when you need to
lean forward, too-such as while washing
your face in the sink. Let your hips and
knees do the work.

Take Regular Stretch Breaks.
The muscles in your arms and hands get
tight when you grip or pull. The muscles
in your neck and shoulders get tight
when you reach forward or away from
your body. Give these muscles a break
with a simple stretch.

It only takes 10 seconds to lengthen the
tight tissue, which will take pressure off
your joints and prevent chronic
conditions like tendinitis and bursitis.
Watch for opportunities to work in a
brief stretch.

Undo Yourself.
Evaluate the position of your body
during your daily activities and make
sure you "undo" that position during
the day. There is no way to teach a
stretch for every single activity you do,
but if you take the time to reverse the
position of the joint and stretch in the
opposite direction, you will lengthen
tight tissue and reduce repetitive strain
on joints.

Tips to Save Your
Body
Replacing bad habits with good ones
takes time and thought, but the effort is
well worth it. Here are some helpful tips
to keep you on track.

-- If you keep waking up on your
stomach, wear a pair of gym shorts to
bed and put a golf ball in each pocket.
When you roll onto your stomach, the
golf balls will wake you up and you can
return to your back or side.

-- When unloading the dishwasher and
getting laundry out of the machine, pose

like a tennis player waiting for a serve.
The knees are over your toes (but not
beyond the toes), buttocks are backward,
and shoulders are forward.

-- Don't try to carve out 30 minutes
daily for a stretching routine. If you
stretch regularly throughout the day,
you will be more effective at keeping
tissue loose. Remember, it only takes 10
seconds to stretch a muscle-so find those
seconds during your day and make the
most of them.

-- Think about stretching the same way
you think about hydration. Don't wait
until you're thirsty to drink water; by
then you're already dehydrated. If you
wait until something hurts before you
stretch, you could develop chronic
tension that can lead to everything from
a headache to tendinitis.

A daily stretching routine will help

prevent future issues and address
current ones. Don't wait until it's a
problem. Start stretching today and,
little by little, your body will thank you.

Kelli Crosby is the author of
How to Think Like a Physical Therapist
in Your Everyday Life.
She graduated in 1999 from the University of North
Florida and completed her specialty certification in
orthopedic manipulative therapy in 2006.



Cruciferous veggies help ward off disease.
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Handwashing for Your Health
How to do it and why it helps
 

Cruciferous vegetables are powerful
foods that can help prevent many forms
of cancer, reduce existing cancer
tumors, and aid in the prevention of
heart disease. Broccoli, cabbage,
cauliflower, arugula, kale, and Brussels
sprouts all contain isothiocyanates--a
group of chemicals that break down
carcinogens in the body, helping to
metabolize toxins. Studies show that
people who eat two to three servings of
cruciferous vegetables each week lower
their risk of breast cancer, colon cancer,
and lung cancer. A National Cancer
Institute study found that eating three
helpings of crucifers a week dropped
prostate cancer risk by 50 percent. The
powerful chemicals in these veggies also
reduce homocysteine levels, a known
precursor to heart disease.

Cruciferous vegetables are low in
calories and high in fiber and the
chromium found in these foods helps
regulate blood sugar and insulin
function, key factors in keeping diabetes
at bay. Even with all the benefits that

crucifers provide, many people refuse to
eat them because of their strong taste.
But a little creativity can go a long way in
making these wonderful foods palatable:
try cream of broccoli soup, cauliflower
au gratin, stuffed cabbage, or the recipe
below--the possibilities are endless.

Brussels Sprouts For the Meat-and-
Potatoes Eater
1 pound fresh Brussels sprouts, washed, stems
trimmed, and outer leaves removed
1 tablespoon extra virgin olive oil
2 tablespoons unsalted butter
3 tablespoons cider vinegar
1/4 cup grated Parmesan cheese
Salt and pepper, to taste

Thinly slice Brussels sprouts, either in a
food processor fitted with a slicing
blade, or by hand. Heat a heavy,
nonstick skillet. Add olive oil and
butter, swirling the pan so that the
butter melts. Saute sliced Brussels
sprouts for 5 minutes. Add cider vinegar
and grated Parmesan, stirring briefly to
incorporate. Add salt and freshly

ground black pepper to taste. Serves
four--who will all be healthier for it!

You know that washing your hands is
important, but studies suggest that
washing frequently and thoroughly can
help keep you, and the people you come
in contact with, healthier.

Clean and Healthy
Researchers in Denmark instructed
students to wash their hands three times
a day. According to the study, which was
published in the American Journal of
Infection Control (August 2011), the
children that learned new habits
significantly reduced their amount of
absences due to illness.

Sanitizers or Soap?
A study by the American College of
Preventive Medicine showed that
alcohol-based hand sanitizers are less
effective than soap at preventing

outbreaks of norovirus in long-term
care facilities.

The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) recommends using
these sanitizers with at least 60 percent
alcohol. Here is some more
hand-washing advice from the CDC:

When Should You Wash Your
Hands?
--Before, during, and after preparing
food and before eating
--Before and after caring for someone
who is sick
--Before and after treating a cut
--After using the toilet or changing
diapers
--After blowing your nose, coughing, or
sneezing
--After touching an animal or animal
waste

--After touching garbage

What Is the Right Way to Wash
Your Hands?
--Wet your hands with clean, running
water and apply soap.
--Rub your hands together to make
lather, then scrub the entire hand.
--Don't forget the backs of your hands,
between your fingers, and under your
nails.
--Continue for at least 20 seconds.
--Rinse your hands well under running
water.
--Dry your hands using a clean towel or
air-dry them.
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